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ABSTRACT: In N > 2 superconformal Chern-Simons-matter theories we construct the in-
finite family of Bogomol'nyi-Prasad-Sommerfield (BPS) Wilson loops featured by constant
parametric couplings to scalar and fermion matter, including both line Wilson loops in
Minkowski spacetime and circle Wilson loops in Euclidean space. We find that the connec-
tion of the most general BPS Wilson loop cannot be decomposed in terms of double-node
connections. Moreover, if the quiver contains triangles, it cannot be interpreted as a super-
matrix inside a superalgebra. However, for particular choices of the parameters it reduces
to the well-known connections of 1/6 BPS Wilson loops in Aharony-Bergman-Jafferis-
Maldacena (ABJM) theory and 1/4 BPS Wilson loops in N/ = 4 orbifold ABJM theory.
In the particular case of N' = 2 orbifold ABJM theory we identify the gravity duals of a
subset of operators. We investigate the cohomological equivalence of fermionic and bosonic
BPS Wilson loops at quantum level by studying their expectation values, and find strong
evidence that the cohomological equivalence holds quantum mechanically, at framing one.
Finally, we discuss a stronger formulation of the cohomological equivalence, which implies
non-trivial identities for correlation functions of composite operators in the defect CFT
defined on the Wilson contour and allows to make novel predictions on the corresponding
unknown integrals that call for a confirmation.
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1 Introduction

The study of Bogomol'nyi-Prasad-Sommerfield Wilson loops (BPS WLs) have yielded
tremendous insights into supersymmetric gauge theories. In particular, vacuum expec-
tation values of BPS WLs can be computed exacly using localization techniques [1, 2], so
providing functions of the coupling constants that interpolate between weak and strong
coupling regimes. Therefore, for theories admitting holographic dual descriptions BPS
WLs represent one of the most important tests of the AdS/CFT correspondence [3-7].

In three-dimensional superconformal Chern-Simons-matter (SCSM) theories many in-
teresting results on BPS WLs have been obtained in recent years. One of the most im-
portant aspects is that one can construct BPS operators either generalizing the gauge
connection to include couplings solely to matter bosons (bosonic WLs) [8-12] or including
couplings both to bosonic and fermionic fields (fermionic WLs) [13]. While the construction
of BPS WLs in A/ > 2 SCSM quiver theories has been extensively investigated [8-17], most
of the results on fermionic BPS WLs have been limited to operators with connections that
can be written as 2 x 2 block diagonal matrices. When taking the trace, these operators
correspond to linear combinations of WLs connecting adjacent nodes. Recently, new BPS
WLs in N' = 4 circular quiver SCSM theories with alternating levels have been constructed
in [18], which are described by more general connections that cannot be decomposed as
linear combinations of double-node connections. This result suggests that the general form
of BPS fermionic WLs may have a richer structure waiting to be explored.

The main goal of this paper is to investigate the most general BPS WL in N > 2

L For a

SCSM theories featured by parametric couplings to scalar and fermion matter.
generic quiver N' = 2 SCSM theory with (anti)bifundamental and/or (anti)fundamental
matter fields, we write the most general expression for a WL containing arbitrary couplings
to bosons and fermions and study under which conditions the operator preserves half of
the supersymmetries. It turns out that with fixed preserved supercharges there is only one
bosonic 1/2 BPS WL, while there is an infinite family of parametric fermionic 1/2 BPS
WLs whose connection is in general a non-block-diagonal matrix. In addition, in the N' = 2
case the connection does not have necessarily the structure of a superconnection of a given
supergroup. This is the main novelty of our classification.

As a check of our construction we reproduce the already known operators for the
Aharony-Bergman-Jafferis(-Maldacena) (ABJ(M)) and N = 4 orbifold ABJM theories [16—
18]. As a new result we provide the classification of fermionic 1/2 BPS WLs for the N’ = 2
orbifold ABJM theory [22]. For the subset of operators that can be obtained by an orbifold
quotient of the 1/2 BPS WL in ABJ(M) theory, we identify the corresponding gravity duals
following the orbifold decomposition strategy in [18].

For the new infinite family of fermionic BPS WLs that we construct, it is mandatory
to investigate how they behave at quantum level and understand how the parametric de-
pendence enters their expectation values. At classical level, generalizing what happens
in ABJ(M) theory and N' = 4 SCSM theory [13-15, 17], we prove that all the fermionic

'In this paper we consider only line and circle WLs with constant couplings to scalars, although more
general WLs with contour dependent couplings have been also studied [19-21].



WLs, independently of their couplings, are cohomologically equivalent to the bosonic one,
i.e. Wiy = Whos + Q(something) where Q is a supercharge preserved by all the operators.
Whether and how this relation gets promoted at quantum level is a crucial question to be
answered when comparing fermionic and bosonic expectation values. In fact, if the coho-
mological equivalence survives quantum corrections, it implies that the expectation values
of all the fermionic BPS WLs are equal to the expectation value of the bosonic operator,
and therefore they can all be computed by the same matrix model [2, 23, 24]. However, one
important subtlety that we have to take into account when comparing expectation values
is framing [2]. In fact, since the localization procedure always leads to framing-one results,
we expect this to be the correct regularization scheme where the classical cohomological
equivalence translates into (Wee)1 = (Whos)1. This problem has been already investigated
at first few perturbative orders for particular kinds of WLs both in ABJ(M) and N = 4
models [2, 23-31]. In this paper we extend this anaysis to general A’ = 2 SCSM theories.
Up to two loops, using the arguments and speculations in [30] we find that the bosonic and
fermionic BPS WLs have the same framing-one expectation values not only in ABJ(M)
theory but also in a generic N' = 2 SCSM theory.

This is already a strong indication that the cohomological equivalence might be valid
at quantum level, at framing one, in any N' = 2 SCSM theory, although a truly non-
trivial check would come at higher orders where the particular choice of the superpotential
characterizing the model would enter.

At classical level the expansion of Wi, in powers of its bosonic and fermionic cou-
plings leads to a stronger cohomological equivalence that translates into an infinite number
of non-trivial Q-identities [14]. For any N' > 2 SCSM theory, up to two loops and at
framing one these identities lead to non-trivial vanishing conditions for the correlators of
the corresponding bosonic and fermionic operators (see eq. (4.8)). We make the educated
conjecture that these identities survive at higher orders and discuss the novel constraints
that follow for three-loop, framing-one integrals, and the implications for the defect CFT
defined on the Wilson contour.

As a by-product of our analysis, we provide the two-loop expression for the framing-zero
and framing-one expectation values of all the fermionic BPS WLs. While the framing-one
result is parameter independent, being equal to the bosonic expectation value, the framing-
zero result exhibits a non-trivial dependence on the parameters that feature the couplings
to matter fields.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In section 2, we provide the general
classification of 1/2 BPS WLs in a generic N/ = 2 SCSM theory, both on a line in Minkowski
spacetime and on a circle in Euclidean space. We distinguish the cases of matter with
canonical and non-canonical conformal dimensions. In section 3 we apply the previous
results to the construction of BPS WLs in N' = 2 orbifold ABJM theory and study the
gravity duals of operators that can be obtained as orbifold quotients of 1/2 BPS WLs in
ABJ(M) theory. Section 4 is devoted to the perturbative calculation of the WL expectation
values, the discussion of the cohomological equivalence, its stronger version and its non-
trivial consequences. Our conclusions are then collected in section 5. In appendix A we
give spinor conventions in Minkowski and Euclidean signatures. In appendices B and C



we review the WLs in ABJ(M) theory and N = 4 orbifold ABJ(M) theory, together with
their gravity duals. As a check of our classification we also reproduce the known WLs by
applying our general recipe. Appendix D contains some details of section 2. Finally, in
appendix E we give the Lagrangian and Feynman rules of the general N' = 2 SCSM theory
that would be useful to the calculations of the integrals in appendix F.

2 BPS WLs in N/ = 2 CS-matter theories

For a generic N' = 2 SCSM quiver theory we construct the most general class of 1/2 BPS
WLs featured by constant parametric couplings to matter fields. In subsection 2.1, we give
full details of the classification for the case of line BPS WLs in Minkowski spacetime. We
discuss cohomological equivalence between bosonic and fermionic operators and provide a
toy-model example of a quiver theory to make manifest the novel features of WLs in N = 2
SCSM models. In subsection 2.2, we introduce the circle BPS WLs in Euclidean spacetime
signature. These operators are the relevant observables in the context of localization and
their non-trivial expectation value can be generically captured by matrix model integrals.
In subsection 2.3, the classification is slightly generalized to the case of connections in-
volving repeated nodes. Finally, in subsection 2.4 we briefly discuss the case of fields with
non-canonical conformal dimensions.

2.1 Line BPS WLs in Minkowski spacetime

In three-dimensional Minkowski spacetime, we consider a generic quiver N' = 2 SCSM
theory with gauge group [[,_; U(Ny)k,, where k, indicate the CS levels that can be non-
vanishing or vanishing. The gauge sector of the theory is organized into n N’ = 2 vector
multiplets, which in the Wess-Zumino gauge read (we refer to appendix A for spinor con-
ventions)

V) = 2i000@ + 20710 ALY + V20205 — V2i0%0x\ Y + 020°D\ W a=1,...,n (2.1)

whereas the matter sector is described by sets of Ny, chiral multiplets in the bifundamental
representation of arbitrary pairs of nodes U(N,) x U(Ny)

i _ . .
ﬁewwaﬂqab)w?zf@ (2.2)

with ¢ = 1,..., Ng. In general, for a different (ab) pair, the ¢ index in eq. (2.2) varies

( i .a ; 1-
Z(ab) = Z(ab)+19’YM98uZ(ab) — 1929 89, Z +\[9< )

in a different range. For a = b, Zgaa) describe N,, matter chiral multiplets in the ad-
joint representation of U(N,). We also allow for the presence of N,y matter multiplets
in the fundamental representation of U(N,) and Ny, multiplets in the antifundamental
representation, denoted by ZzaO) and ZEOG) respectively.

Complex conjugated matter fields, belonging to the anti-bifundamental representation
of U(Na) x U(Ny), are defined as [Z],]1 = Z{", [¢i,,]1 = ¢, [Fiy))t = F*, with
i=1,2,--, Ngp.

In superspace language the lagrangian of the theory is given by

L=Lcs+ L+ Lsp (2.3)



where

Lcs = _Z 771/ dtTr (DY@ eV D eftv(a))‘a%?

(ba) V() NG
ZT 12; Zlane” ]
a,b

Ly, (2.4)

lg292

whereas L), is the superpotential term that we do not write explicitly, as it is not relevant
for the construction of BPS WLs and for the perturbative investigation at the order we
work. Here we have defined D, = 9, + iéﬁ'ygaﬁu, D = 9% + iytB50,.

For non-vanishing k, levels, writing (2.4) in components and extracting the equations
of motion for the auxiliary fields of the vector multiplets we obtain?

2 ab) i
S _ o (Ziy 2" = 21D Zy )
b
a 47 i =(ba —(ab) ~;
O = T 2™ - 2 a=1,m
@y
_(a 47 i ~(ba ~(ab) i
X = 5 (Z(ab)Cz'( - )Z(ba)) (2:5)
b

General superconformal transformations of the component fields read

1 _ i _
OAR = S (X0 + Oyux), 60@ = —2(x0 + Ox®)

6y = 10Cap): 520 = ¢

Clary = (=" DyuZiupy — 0\ Zi oy + Ziapyo )0 = Z{ 0 +iF(,,©

5" = O(4#D, 2\ — 7o) 1 (@) Z()y _ gz _ g (2.6)

where © = §+a#7,0, © = 6 —1%“7# are linear combinations of (6, f) spinors parametrizing
Poincaré supersymmetry transformations, and (1J,7) ones parameterizing superconformal
transformations.®> The definition of covariant derivative can be found in (E.3).

The 1/2 BPS WLs. We construct WLs defined along the timelike infinite straight line
x# = (7,0,0), which preserve half of the supersymmetries. Decomposing the spinorial
charges as in (A.6), without loss of generality we choose the preserved supercharges to be
Q4+,Q_,5.,S_, ie. we require the operator to be invariant under

§=0_Q +Q 0, +79_S. +S v, (2.7)

In the rest of the paper we will shortly identify the preserved supercharges with the corre-
sponding 6,0_,9,,J_ parameters.

2Through the paper we use the convention that repeated flavor i indices are summed, while summations
on node indices a, b, c- - - are explicitly indicated. Repeated node indices with no explicit sum are meant to
be fixed.

3Here we only consider the case where matter fields in the chiral multiplets have canonical conformal
dimensions. The more general case will be discussed in section 2.4. The difference does not appear when
we focus on Poincaré supercharges.



The first kind of 1/2 BPS operator is the so-called bosonic WL defined as [8]
Wi = Peid 7 lbos(7) (2.8)
where the n X n connection matrix is given by
Lios = diag(AJY — oW, AP — 0@ ... Al — o) (2.9)

It is easy to check that this operator is invariant under (2.7).

Using equations of motion (2.5) for o@, a=1,2,---  n, this generalized connection
ends up including quadratic couplings to matter scalars. However, as usually happens
in three dimensions, we can look for more general operators with connections containing
couplings also to fermions. We then consider the fermionic operator

Wier = Pe 1/ d7lier(7) (2.10)

with a n X n connection [13]
Lty = Lyos + B+ F (2.11)

where Ly is given in (2.9), whereas the B and F' entries

_ c jrri = (cb) c 7 j
B(ab) = Z( abi]Z(ac)Zj + RabijZ(aC)chb)

C

c i ~(ac j c ii (ac) 5(cb
ab sz( )Z(]cb)+Sab]Z’i( )Z]( ))
_ ab i i Fab) _ 17
Flap) = 18y + G = [Mc)(ay + [N (at) (2.12)

contain couplings to bilinear scalars and linear fermions respectively, parametrized by to-
be-determined matrices and vectors.

The requirement for Wi, to be 1/2 BPS can be traded with the search for a Grassmann
odd matrix G satisfying [13, 32]

0Lty = 0-G + i[Lfer, G] (2.13)

Inserting decomposition (2.11) for Lg, this condition splits into a set of Grassmann even
and odd constraints, respectively

§B = i[F,G]
6F = 0:G +i[Les + B, G| (2.14)

From the Grassmann odd one we obtain?
G = —iMy0, +iN40_, [B,G] =0 (2.15)
where we have defined

v _ ab r7i _ 4 (ab
(M) (at) = T Zig. (N2 () = 1y 2™ (2.16)

4For the straight line it is sufficient to focus on super-Poincaré symmetries, since once these supercharges
are preserved also the superconformal ones are automatically preserved.



Using G in (2.15) in the Grassmann even part of eq. (2.14) we eventually obtain non-trivial
relations among the coefficients

c j _ =ac,J ci __ .4 =cb
RabZ = my; My, SbJ—naCm'

a J
Riyiy = 85 = mi*m? = ninl, =0 (217)
In particular, they imply the following relation
B=MyzN; + N; My (2.18)

It is easy to check that this expression automatically satisfies the second condition in (2.15).
Solutions to constraints (2.17) exhibit several interesting features:

e Setting a = b = c in the second line of (2.17) we obtain m%® = n, = 0 (no summation
ona=1,---,Ng). Therefore, although adjoint matter may appear in the theory,

adjoint fermion fields Cz or fi(aa) can never appear in the connection. In other

aa)
words, the diagonal blocks of the connection contain only bosonic couplings.

e For a # b fixed, the By and F{4) entries can be simultaneously non-vanishing.
Therefore, in general the Lg, connection is not a superconnection, i.e. it does not
give a representation of a supergroup. However, this does not contradict what has
been already found for ABJM and N = 4 orbifold ABJM theories where L¢, are
indeed superconnections for the U(N;j|Ny) supergroup. In fact, as we show below
discussing a toy model, the conditions B, # 0, F(4) # 0 can occur simultaneously
only when the quiver diagram contains triangles.

e Finally, constraints mgbmga = nibng . = 0 following from (2.17) imply that if a positive
chirality fermion appears in F{q, (mgb # 0), then all fermion fields of positive chirality
in F{3q) must be absent (mf“ = 0). Similarly, if fermion fields of both chiralities appear
in F(ab)v then F(ba) =0.

To summarize, for a generic N' = 2 SCSM theory we have constructed bosonic and
fermionic 1/2 BPS WLs (2.8) and (2.10) with connections

Lyos = diag(Aél) — o), A(()2) — o, ... ,A(()n) — o)
Lty = Lyos + B+ F, B:M2N2+N2M2, F:MC—i_Nf
Y — ab r7i i 7~(ab
[Mz)(aby = M3 Z{ays  [Nz)(ar) = niy 2"
v — ab ~i i #(ab
[MC](ab) =m,; bC(ab)_p [NC_](ab) = nabC'(—) (2'19)

In particular, a generic fermionic connection has the following structure

A — o 4 B ( ?(12) +Fag) - Ban) + Fan
Bioyy + F A® — 6@ L By -+ Bom + Flon
Bn1) + Flny) Bz + Fnzy -+ A = 0™ + By



with the caveat that some of the bosonic and fermionic couplings may be forced to be ab-
sent, as discussed above. We note that the fundamental and antifundamental fields do not
appear explicitly in the connection, but the connection may depend on them through o(@.

Similarly, we can construct bosonic and fermionic 1/2 BPS WL Whoss Wier preserving
the complementary set of supercharges #_,0,,9_,79,. The corresponding connections read

Lies = diag(A(()l) + oW, A(()2) +o2 ... ,A(()n) +0™)
f/ferzf/bosqLBJrF, BZ*(MZAN2+N2M2), FZMg*NE
— _ g i, ~(ab
[Mz)ar) = 1" Zoys [NZla) = A

v — ab ~i i »(ab
[Mc]ar) = M Clapy—s [Nl ar) = iy Ly (2.21)

b

where the constant parameters m¢®, n’, satisfy the same constraints (2.17).

Cohomological equivalence. For ABJ(M) and N' = 4 SCSM theories the full para-
metric family of fermionic BPS WLs has been shown to be (classically) cohomologically
equivalent to the bosonic WL [13-15, 17, 18]. This means that the difference between a
given fermionic operator and the bosonic one can be written as Q(something), with Q
being a suitable linear combination of conserved supercharges shared by the two operators.

We now prove that this property holds also in the N' = 2 setting: the general fermionic
1/2 BPS WL with connection (2.11) is classically Q-equivalent to the bosonic 1/2 BPS WL
with connection (2.9).

According to the analysis of [13, 14], this is the case if we manage to find x, A and Q
quantities that satisfy

kA2 =B, QA=F, QLp,s=0
QF = 0,(ikA) + i[Lpes, ikA] (2.22)

Using (2.14), it is easy to see that in the present case a solution to the above equations is
given by
k=1, A=Mz+ Nz, Q=Q;+Q_ (2.23)

This solution implies the classical identity
Wier — Whos = QV (2.24)
where V is a known function of the gauge and matter fields of the theory.

A triangular quiver toy model. Aimed at highlighting novel properties of the 1/2
BPS WLs that we have constructed, we consider the simple case of a N’ = 2 SCSM theory
associated to a triangle quiver diagram, as given in figure 1.

Specifying the general WL construction to this case, a particular solution to the BPS
conditions in (2.17) takes the form

.A(l) m1C1+ 0
Lier = 0 A®) 0 (2.25)
n3C®  nam'Z3Z) + m2Cy  AG)



k3

ki Zy ¢ kz

Figure 1. The quiver diagram of a toy model N = 2 SCSM theory.

where

A(l) = A(()l) + i—ﬁ(—ZlZl — ZgZ?’)
1

A®?) = AE)Z) + %W(lel + Z°7,)
2

AB) = A 4 %ﬁ(—ZQZ2 + Z375) (2.26)
3

Notably, L¢, has a block entry which contains a sum of both bosonic and fermionic field
combinations. As a consequence, the full connection ceases to be a supermatrix.

It is easy to see that a necessary condition for this feature to appear is the presence of a
triangle in the quiver diagram. In fact, non-diagonal entries in (2.20) connecting adjacent
nodes may contain both bilinear scalar terms B, ,41) and linear fermion ones Fiqq 1)
While the fermionic entry corresponds to a fermionic arrow connecting the two nodes, the
bosonic bilinear can be formed only passing by the third vertex of the triangle. Therefore,
models with suitably chosen matter content allow for the existence of matrix entries in the
WL connection that exhibit mixed Grassmann parity.

Operators with this structure have no counterpart in the classification of N’ = 4 and
N = 6 models, where the underlying dynamics of the fermionic WLs seems to be captured
by a gauge supergroup (this is particularly manifest in the Higgsing derivation of the 1/2
BPS operators [32, 33]). It would be interesting to understand the implications of the
existence of these WLs, especially in terms of a string dual description at strong coupling.

Lightlike WLs. We can also construct bosonic and fermionic BPS WLs along the light-
like infinite straight line x# = (7,7,0). The corresponding connections read

Lios = diag(AY + A0, 4@ 1+ 4D .. A0 4 A0

Liey = Lpos + B+ F, B=MyNz+ NzMy, F =M+ N;

v _ ab i i 7(adb
[Mz)(ay) = M5 Zinys  [NZ)(ar) = niy 2"
v _ ab i i #(adb
(M) oy = MGy [N ey = G (2.27)

where the constant parameters mg®, n', satisfy constraints (2.17). Index 1 in the last line

indicates the first component of a spinor in the standard spinorial notation ., o = 1, 2.



The lightlike bosonic WL is 3/4 BPS with preserved supercharges
Oy, 02, V1, U1, o, U3 (2.28)
whereas the lightlike fermionic WL is 1/2 BPS with preserved supercharges
02, Oz, V2, Vs (2.29)

2.2 Circle BPS WLs in Euclidean space

The previous procedure can be easily generalized to construct 1/2 BPS WLs along the
circle z# = (cos7,sin7,0) in Euclidean space. The computational steps follow closely the
ones of the Minkowskian case, thus we report only the final result.

In a generic NV = 2 SCSM theory, the bosonic and fermionic WLs can be written as

Whos = TrPe 1§ dmlvos(7), Wier = TrPe ™t drkie(?) (2.30)
with connections

Lios = diag(AV i +ic®W, AP i +ic@, ... AlMir 4 igM)
Loy = Lyos + B+ F, B:_i(MZNZ+NZMZ)? F:MC_NC_
~ab rzi i ~(ab
[Mz)ayy = M5 Z s [INZ)(ar) = A
—ab i i »(ab
[MC](ab) = mibC(ab)+7 [NZ](ab) = nabg‘(— ) (2'31)
Note that C(iab) L= iU+C(iab), 71-(311) = i@(ab)u_, with the spinorial couplings u+ being defined
in (A.12). They are non-trivial functions of the contour, whereas the scalar couplings are
still contour independent. The supercharges preserved by Wi, and Wi, are

¥ = —iv30, 9= —0iys (2.32)

Similarly, we can construct 1/2 BPS bosonic and fermionic WLs Whoss Wier preserving
complementary supercharges, ¥ = iy36, ¥ = fiy3 and corresponding to

Lnes = diag(AY —icM A —ig® ... alW _ i)

Ltex = Lyos + B+ F, B =i(MzNz+ NzMy), F =M+ N;
v _ ab rzi i 77(ab
[Mz)(ary = " Z{ays  INZ)(ar) = niy 2\
v _ ab ~i i #(ab
[Mc](ab) = my bC(ab)fa [Nf](ab) = Ngp i(+) (2-33)

In both cases it is not difficult to prove that the classical cohomological equivalence
in (2.24) still holds.

2.3 More general 1/2 BPS WLs

The previous class of 1/2 BPS WLs can be generalized to include extra operators con-
structed in the following way.

~10 -



We arbitrarily select a subset of n’ nodes of the quiver diagram and label the corre-
sponding gauge fields as ACe’) | with o/ =1/,2,--- ,n’ and sy € {1,2,--- ,n}. Note that n’
can be greater or smaller than n, and each node can be either not chosen or chosen more
than once. For example, for n = 4, we may choose n’ = 3 with s,; = 1,1,3, or n/ = 5 with
sy =1,1,3,4,4.

Along the line z# = (7,0, 0) in Minkowski spacetime we construct the bosonic 1/2 BPS
WL with connection

Lbos — diag(Aésll) _ O.(Sl/),Aész/) _ 0.(82/), . ,A((]S"l) _ O_(Sn/)) (234)

It is easy to prove that this operator preserves the 6 ,0_, 9, ,9_ supercharges.
More generally, starting from the most general ansatz we can construct the fermionic
1/2 BPS WL with connection

Lty = Lyos + B+ F

B:MZN2+N2MZ, F= _C+Nf
(a’d") i (Sq7Spr)
[MC](a’b’) =m; C(S 18 )+ [Nd(a’b’ = n(a'b/)C b
a't!) i i Sql Sp!
[Mz) (o) = )Z(su/sb/) [NZl(@v) = 1y ’b’)Zz‘( ) (2.35)

Imposing the operator to preserve the 6,,0_,19,,9_ supercharges, leads to non-trivial
constraints for the constant parameters

STl I = S nl il =0 (2.36)

c,s=c c\s=c

where we sum over ¢/, whereas indices a’, V', ¢, 1, j are kept fixed. Again, the fundamental
and antifundamental fields do not appear explicitly in the connection, but the connection
may depend on them through o(5a/).

2.4 The case of matter fields with non-canonical dimensions

In SCSM theories with N' > 3 supersymmetries, the matter fields always have canonical
R-charges since the R-symmetry group SO(N) is non-Abelian. For theories with N' = 2
supersymmetry the situation is different, as the R-symmetry can mix with other U(1) flavor
symmetries present in the theory. In this case the R-charges of matter fields have to be
determined by F-maximization [34] and generically they turn out to be non-canonical (we
informally call these matter fields non-canonical). In this section we briefly discuss how to
construct BPS WLs in this case.
We consider the UV theory on S?. The metric on S? of radius r is

2\ —2
ds? = <1 n Z@) [(dz")? + (dz)? + (dz®)?] (2.37)
where z# = (2!, 22, 2%) are stereographlc coordinates on S® and |x|? = (z1)%2+ (22)2 + (23)2.
Given the vielbeins Ej = (1 + Lfr‘ ) €, €
defined as I'), = Ejva, 7u = €}V, Where 4# are the three-dimensional gammas in eq. (A.8).

= (dz!,dx?,dz?), the gamma matrices are
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The Killing spinors ©, © satisfy

~ ~ 1
DHG — FM@7 DH@ — —@FM@
_ = = 1 _
D,6=-0r,, D6 = 472(9F# (2.38)

Note that ©, © are independent, and are different from the ones in (2.6). The solution can
be found in [1] and reads

0= 1 (64 ay0) o 1 9 — T
ik " ik At
) )
_ 1 o = 1 - —xty
- (6 Da" - " 9.
C) W(G Vzty,), © \/W (194—0 2 ) (2.39)

When r — 00, ©, © go back to ©, © introduced in eq. (2.6), with © going to ¥ and ©
going to ¥. The superconformal transformations of A&a), o), Zfab), Zi(ab) can be obtained
from (2.6) by simply replacing 7, with I, and ©,© with (2.39), while the superconformal
transformations of the fermions in the chiral multiplets are

8Clap) = (~T*DuZlyy — 0\ Z{ oy + Ziyyyo®)0 — ZyyT*Dy® + 1F,,) 0

Z(ab)

8¢ = o+ D,z — 7 g®) 4 gla) Z(e0)y 4 (@) p,er+ —ieF™ (2.40)

% i

2A(ba)
3

where A, are the R-charges of the matter fields.

Usually, the action for the non-canonical matter is not superconformal in the UV. But
one can construct actions which are invariant under supersymmetries generated by the left-
invariant Killing spinors [34, 35]. In stereographic coordinates, the left-invariant Killing
spinors take the form . ‘

i i
D,©6=-TI,0 = ¥=—0
DO6=—-—06r, = J=_—10
K or M 2r
and transformations (2.40) restricted to left-invariant Killing spinors read

6 (CDMDLZi oWzl i g W g o i g
(ab) = wéab) — 7 (ab) (ab)9 r (ab) (ab)
iA

(ba)

5<ii(ab) _ (:)(F“DMZ,L-(ab) . Zi(ab)U(b) + O_(a) Zi(ab))_ ) _i(ab) _ i@Fi(ab) (242)

r

In many cases the theory flows to an IR fixed point with superconformal symmetry. At this
point the R-charges A4, are determined by F-maximization [34], modulo some flat direc-
tions associated to the transformations of the R-charges which leave the partition function
in the matrix model invariant [36]. This is related to the invariance of the transformartion
rules in (2.42) under the shift

(a)
Atay = Diayy + 0@ — 50 5@ 5 g@ 1

- (2.43)

- 12 —



Along a general contour x#(7) on S, we construct the bosonic WL with connection
Lios = diag(AMi# +ii]o™, AP it +i|io®, . APk +ii]o™) (2.44)

Using the shift transformation (2.43), we can also construct fermionic WLs with non-
canonical matter satisfying the condition

Ay = 1/2+ 8@ — ) (2.45)
The fermionic WL has connection

Lty = Lpyos + B+ F +C
C = —diag(6®™, 6@ ... §0))|&|/r

B = —i|&|(MzNz + Nz Mz), F = |2](M¢ + Ng)
[Mz] () = m?bzfab)a [Nz)(ab) = Ny Z; ()
M)y = 14y [NZ) ) = G
mems = ninl =0 (2.46)

where on the x# contour the uy(7) spinors satisfy

Ipitug = +|tluy, wpu- = —u_uy = —i, uyuy =u_u_ =uyDru_ =u_Dyuy =0
(2.47)
The bosonic and fermionic WLs are locally BPS with preserved supercharges

I, = —||0, Or,i" = —|i|0 (2.48)

To make the WLs globally BPS, we need to choose the contour to be a great circle. Here
we discuss two special cases.

In the first case, we choose the great circle z# = 2r(cos 7,sin7,0) in S3. Using (2.46)
with || = r, we obtain the connections of bosonic and fermionc WLs

Lyos = diag(AE}):'U“ +ire™, Af)jz“ +ire®, ... ,AL")i"“ +ire™)
Liey = Lyos + B+ F +C
C = —diag(6M, 6@ ... M)
= —ir(MzNyz + N;My), F:T(MC_NE)

[MZ](ab) - m?bzgab)’ [NZ}(ab) = nfzbZ‘(ab)
[Mc)(any = M5 Clapy [NE)(ap) = niyCle
m?cm§b = nacnf:b =0 (2.49)

with ug being the spinors defined in (A.12). The preserved supercharges are
9= —gh, G= g (2.50)
- 2o Y3v, - 2 73 .

Using (2.41) we can write preserved supersymmetries as 6, 0;.
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As a second case, we consider the great circle obtained by the stereographic projection
of the straight line z* = (0,0, 7) from R3 to S?, along which we define

) ()

u? = (0,-1), u® = (i,0) (2.51)

Here |2] = (1 + %)_1, and (2.47) are satisfied. The connections of bosonic and fermionic
WLs take the form

Lios = diag(A;(}):'U“ + il o™, A/(?)jgu +ili]|o®), .- ,A/(Ln)j;/ﬁ + ili]o™)
Lt = Lpyos + B+ F +C

C = —diag(6M, 6@ ... sM)|&|/r

B = —|i|(MzNz + NzMy), F = |&|(M¢ + Ng)

v — ab rz7i i (ab
[Mz)(ar) = M Z oy [NZl(a) = 1y 2™
v _ ab i i ~(ab
[Mc)(ary = 5oy [N @ty = iy
m?cmjb _ nécnib =0 (252)

In the limit » — oo, the corresponding WL is along an infinite straight line and the
preserved supersymmetries are half of the Poincaré supersymmetries, i.e. 5 and 6;. Instead,
conformal supersymmetries can be preserved only if there is no non-canonical matter in
the theory.

3 N = 2 orbifold ABJM theory

In this section we give full details for an explicit example of N/ = 2 SCSM theory that
admits a gravity dual description, namely the case of the N/ = 2 orbifold of ABJM theory.
In this case, exploiting our knowledge of the gravity duals of the 1/2 BPS WLs in ABJM
theory [13, 33], after introducing the classification we identify the gravity duals of some
1/2 BPS and non-BPS WLs in the N' = 2 orbifolded version.

In the rest of this section we heavily refer to appendix B where the construction of 1/2
BPS WLs and their gravity duals is reviewed for the ABJ(M) theory.
3.1 1/2 BPS WLs

The N = 2 orbifold ABJM theory can be obtained starting from U(rN);x U(rN)_ ABJM
model and performing the Z, quotient as in [22].° In the usual notations of ABJM theory,

5For ABJM two different orbifold projections can be applied, which lead to N' = 2 and N = 4 quotients.
Here we focus on the N' = 2 orbifold, whereas the N' = 4 case is reviewed in appendix C.
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which we summarize in appendix B, the fields are decomposed as

A, = diag(Af}), AE?)’ . 7A£Z"))’ B, = diag(Ble), B/(f), e ,Bff))
o1 = diag(6(, 012, 6{12), Wi = diag(u) ) oY)
' # oo
o5 0 0 ¢
¢3 = ¢>;(>,2) ) ¢4 = ' .
. 0 0 Qsz(ffl)
oy 0 v 0
4
0 v} 0 Y
0 ¥, m Y
3 . . 4 .
¥ = . . = Uy (3.1)
3 .
0 i1 0
3
o) 0 Yor) O

where A, and B, are the gauge connections associated to U(rN); and U(rN)_j respec-
tively, whereas in SU(4) R-symmetry notations ¢y—1,_4 and the corresponding t; fermions
build up the matter multiplets in the bifundamental representation of the gauge group.

Orbifold decomposition (3.1) corresponds to choosing the unbroken supercharges as
02 =03, =0, 03t =015 =0, 912 = ¥34 = 0, 9>* = 915 = 9. The resulting N = 2 theory is
described by the quiver diagram in figure 2a.

In order to make contact with the classification of the previous section we have to
temporarily use the alternative notation defined in the quiver diagram of figure 2b. In
equations, the two sets of conventions are related as

A® = 4D, BO = AC+0

H H e
4 4 ) = >
(ﬁg) = (Z§ )7Z§ ),Z?Z),Z&))
4 J4 s <
vl = (=7, =Cl. ) (3.2)

A similar change of notations for the ABJ(M) case is detailed in appendix B. We will refer
to the notations of figure 2a and 2b as to the ABJM and N = 2 notation, respectively.

The use of N/ = 2 notation allows to easily exploit the results of section 2 for writing
down the connection of 1/2 BPS fermionic WLs. They are given by the general recipe (2.19)
with

2T (o) = 0 5 = —1 > L
o) = ?(Zf )Z(le) + 2 )Z(2£) - Z?@q)zzg - ZEIE)Z‘E )
, 2r = ? = ¢ 0) 5 —1) 5
ot = ?(Z&)Zf ) + Z(QE)Zé ) - Z?E )Z?é) - Zi )Z&fl)) (3-3)
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k (+1) 4
+
&3 Wiy

)

(/)
d"‘: w(s/) B+

I-1) 4
¢g ) Yi-1)
- u

Al

+1) 1,2

nH 12 / ,
¢(1,)2 70) ¢(1,2 Wiiv1)

8y}
S <3
\
>
EA
/

3 H H 4 H 1) 3
6 W) kk/ oY i) kk/ AT
(a)

k K (+1) A1+1)
((-1) A1-1) () Al + +
Z3 7 3 A0 Zy & m Z3 7 03
v u
N Al 141) Al
j:é ot EE’ a3
- A+ o ) -
I-1) 11 H N Al H I+1) Al+1
Zogn \J @@ NS g
-k k
(b)

Figure 2. The quiver diagram of A/ = 2 orbifold ABJM theory in (a) ABJM notation and (b)
N = 2 notation. We have omitted the complex conjugates of the matter fields.

and non-vanishing blocks of Mz, Nz, ]\ch, N¢ matrices given by
v _ 4 _ l v _ {4 v _ 4
[MZ](£7T+Z) = m%@Z£ ) + m%@)Zé )7 [MZ](r+£,€+1) = m:()’g) Z?E )a [MZ](r+E+1,£) = m?@)Zi

0) 7 0) 7 0) 7 0) 7
[NZ](K,r-s-E-l-l) = nz(L )Zzlg)a [NZ}(ZH,H-E) = né )Z&)a [NZ](H-E,@) = ng )Z(le) + né )Z(Qe) (3-4)
)

? _ YA — _ VA — _
Dm0, Ml rroeen = minGL [Mel e o = mly

0= 0= 0=
[Nelgrresry = n )C&)_, [Nele+1,0+0) = nS )C?z)_, [Nel(r+0,0) = n )C(le)_ + 1y Cloy—

[Mc](e.rv0) = M(p)C

The parameters are subject to the following constraints

_1,2_34 _ 12 _34 0 (-1 0 (¢
My Mgy = My MGy = ng’%ngA ) = ni)né,i =0 (3.5)
Having in mind to find out the gravity duals of these WLs we now translate the
connections back to ABJM notation. Mimicking what is done in appendix B for the
ABJ(M) case (see eq. (B.12)), we first redefine the parameters as

4dr 47 a7 47
-1 _ =0 -2 S0 =3 4 -4 _ 3
My =\ % Mo ="\ % Ty =7\ 0% e =\ %0
¢ 41 ¢ 41 ) AT ¢ A7y
ng) = ?ﬁé), né)—— ?B(lé), ni(,)) = ?fyfl), nfl) =\ ?()) (3.6)
Constraints (3.5) now read
_(6) 3,4 _(0) 34 _ () p1,2 _ () 51,2
ag,%‘s(e_n = ag,%é( y = :g,z)lﬁ( )y = :(a,z)pB(eH) =0 (3.7)



Then, expressing the 1/2 BPS operator Wi, in terms of N' = 2 orbifold ABJM fields (3.2),
we can rewrite the matrix connection as

_[AA
Lier = < h B) (3.8)

where for r > 5 the explicit expressions of the matrix blocks read

1 r—1
AO o afY hY 0
0 A® o - h{)
I I S I T
.. .. . 0 hgT_2)
i b N V(G I
0o A G (R ()
BL o Y rr=D o
0 B@ o0 hs)
1) (3) (r—3)
- 0 Al
hng_l) h(”' 3) 0 B(rfl) 0
0 Y 0 B0
1 1 r 1 1 r
IR 15 2 1 11
1 2 . 1 2 .
| e |
fér 1) férfl)
r r—1 r T r—1 I
SR A IR

with definitions

2T _ _
AO = AP + T [(—1+ 2873010106l + (-1 + 280 a1")e 67
~28},a J%Rm)—w@al 650k

+(1 - 260, >¢>3 V631 + (12083566l
o
BO = pi 4+ =% (- 1+2B€)a2 )qb(@ +(— 1+251@a1@)¢ 05

—2B(£_Z)¢£)¢ - 5 _1 ¢g)¢2
+(1 - 2887} m)as + (1 =203y )bty el ]

/ T 4 [ 041) 7
hg) = 5((g+1 73 ¢4 ¢ (e+1)> h:(a) k: 5(@) AE Y i(%+ )¢?€)
¢ 4 _(0) T ¢ ¢ e 1 z 1
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/ 41 (s N7 / 4 41y
7Y = \ (af )7/)(112)+ - a )¢%€)+)’ f:’E )= V% §)¢?e) v f5 V7% % )7/’@)—
47 4 -
9 = V% (1 Bl + ﬂ2 ); ) =- W 3 ) =- T 1/&(1‘26@)

In the case of shorter orbifold quivers (r = 2,3,4), the connections get slightly modified by

o

boundary effects. We report their explicit expressions in appendix D.

We note that in this case, compared with the general A’ = 2 quiver models, the full
connection (3.8) is still given by a proper supermatrix.

It is interesting to observe that the subset of 1/2 BPS operators (3.8)—(3.10) identified
by the condition

@gg = 01,2, 5(1’)2 = ﬂl’Z, 7?(’2 =734, (S?é;l =534 (3.11)

correspond to direct orbifold projections of the 1/6 BPS W, of the ABJ(M) theory
defined in (B.3). Among them, it is possible to select the ones which arise from the
orbifold projection of 1/2 BPS WLs W/ in ABJ(M) defined in (B.13), after setting
Bl,Z — a1,2/’a‘27,7374 = §34 = 0.

Similarly, from results in section 2 we obtain the 1/2 BPS WLs err that preserve
supercharges complementary to the ones of Wi, and among them we can select the WLs

Correspondlng to the projections of the Wi, and W, /2 operators of ABJ(M) theory defined
n (B.6) and (B.13).

3.2 Gravity duals

Given the known gravity dual configurations of 1/2 BPS WLs W 5 and W, /2 in ABJM
theory, we can perform their orbifold projection and identify the (anti-)M2-brane solutions
dual to WLs in N' = 2 orbifold ABJM theory. In general, this operation may break SUSY.
Nonetheless, as we now show some BPS configurations survive, which are dual to particular
1/2 BPS WLs constructed in the previous section.

The N = 2 orbifold ABJM theory is dual to M-theory in AdSy x S”/(Z, x Z,) back-
ground with metric

1
d82 = R2 (4d82AdS4 + d5§7/(zrk><z'r)) (312)

where the AdS; metric is given in (B.17) and the S7 one in (B.19), respectively.
In this case the Z,, X Z, quotient is realized by imposing the following identification
on the C* coordinates

27i 27i 27i

(21, 22, 23, 24) ~ €7k (21,22, 23, 24), (21, 22,23,24) ~ (e 21, © 29,23,24) (3.13)

This is equivalent to requiring (see eq. (B.18))

&

4
Q= ¢1N¢1—77r (3.14)
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As reviewed in appendix B.2, the general solution to the Killing spinor equations in
M-theory on AdS,; x S7 background reads [10, 33]

€= u%h(el + aFy,e9) — u”23hes p=0,1,2 (3.15)

where €7, €5 are two constant Majorana spinors satisfying v°'%¢; = €;, i = 1,2, and h is
given in eq. (B.22).

We decompose the Killing spinors on the basis of gamma matrices eigenstates as
in (B.27), (B.25) where 6% are associated to the Poincaré supercharges, while 9% are the
superconformal supercharges. Imposing the orbifold projection in (3.14) leads to the con-
straints

Ly €= £6¢1€ =0 (3.16)
where the definition of spinorial Lie derivative with respect to a Killing vector K is [37]
1
Lie=K!'V e+ ZVMKVI”“’G (3.17)

Here we convert gamma matrices with tangent space indices to the ones with curved space
indices using the vielbein of S”. Eq. (3.16) leads then to the constraints

(v35 + ¥58 + Va7 + v60)€i = (V35 — ¥58)€i = O, 1=1,2 (3.18)

which on the n; spinors defined in (B.26) translates into
1+t +t3+1t4=0, t1 —ta=0 (3.19)

Therefore, the only surviving eigenstates correspond to
(t1,to,t3,t4) = (++ ——),(— —++) (3.20)

and we are led to e; = 02 @1y + 07 @07 and €3 = 9> @ 0y + 97 @ 7.
Redefining

?=0, 7=0, 9>*=09, 9 =0, m=n, m=7q (3.21)
we finally obtain the two Killing spinors surviving the orbifold projection
a=0n+0xMn, =900 +9®7% (3.22)

The corresponding field theory is in fact N/ = 2 superconformal invariant.
Comparing (3.21) with (B.32), it turns out that the relation of SUSY parameters in
ABJM and N = 2 orbifold ABJM theories is the following

012 =034=0, > =01,=0, 92=1033=0, P =0,=10 (3.23)

As reviewed in appendix B, in ABJM theory the 1/2 BPS operator W s[a;] is dual
to an M2-brane wrapping the cycle in S7/Z;, specified by a; given in eq. (B.34). Similarly,
W, s2lag] is dual to an anti-M2-brane wrapping the same cycle [33]. On the other hand,
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as described in the previous section, orbifolding W s[ays] and W, s2lar] leads to WLs in
N = 2 orbifold ABJM theory. Therefore, performing the same orbifold projection on the
corresponding gravity dual solutions, we obtain the (anti)-M2-brane configurations dual to
a particular subset of WLs of the AV = 2 theory.

In general, when the &; parameters (B.14) appearing in the L; /5[@;] connection (B.13)
satisfy ajal + asa? # 0, aga® + aza* # 0, the resulting operators and their dual con-
figurations are non-BPS. However, for special choices of the parameters this may happen.
Precisely,

e When ag4 = 0, the WL in N = 2 orbifold ABJM theory and its dual M2-brane in
AdSy x S7/(Zyy x Z,) are 1/2 BPS. The WL preserves supercharges 0,,0_,9,,9_,
and is just a special case of the 1/2 BPS operator Wi, of the previous subsection.

e When a;2 = 0, the WL and its dual M2-brane are 1/2 BPS. The WL preserves
supercharges 0_,0,,9_,0., and is a special case of the 1/2 BPS WL Wier Of the
previous subsection.

A similar investigation can be performed for W, J2laz] with |a? # 0, which leads to the
same conclusions. For @34 = 0 or &1,2 = 0 the resulting WLs are BPS and preserve sets of
supercharges that are complementary to the ones already listed.

4 BPS WLs at quantum level

We now promote WLs to quantum operators and consider the problem of evaluating their
vacuum expectation values (vev’s). Similarly to what happens in the ABJ(M) theory, vev’s
of BPS WLs along a timelike straight line introduced in section 2.1 are constants that can
be trivially normalized to one. Instead, non-trivial vev’s can be obtained for circular
BPS operators in Euclidean space defined in section 2.2. These can be evaluated by using
localization techniques and the output turns out to be a non-trivial function of the couplings
that interpolates between the weak coupling result obtained via ordinary perturbation
theory and the strong coupling result possibly obtained by holographic methods.

In this context it becomes particularly important to understand whether and how the
classical cohomological Q-equivalence between Wy and Wi, discussed in subsection 2.1
gets promoted at quantum level. In fact, if we manage to prove that under suitable condi-
tions the equivalence survives quantum corrections, then using the O charge to localize the
functional integral we can conclude that the expectation value of the general parametric-
dependent Wi, is identical to the one of Wh,s, making them effectively quantum equivalent
and independent of the choice of the parameters.

In the case of ABJ(M) theory this problem has been extensively analysed [25-27] and
it has been shown that its solution is deeply interconnected with the choice of a fram-
ing regularization for the perturbative definition of the WL. Precisely, the cohomological
equivalence at quantum level leads to [13]

(Woos) (BIOD) — (17, (ABIOD) (4.1)

where the subscript indicates that the identity holds only at framing one [2].
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With a direct perturbative computation we are now going to show that, up to two
loops, the problem of studying the quantum cohomological equivalence between circular
Wier and Wi in generic N/ = 2 SCSM models can be mapped to the parallel problem
in ABJ(M) theory. Using the speculations in [30], we can thus conclude that the classical
cohomological equivalence can be promoted at quantum level, at least at two loops, if
we work at framing one. Indeed, the two-loop result supports a stronger version of the
Q-equivalence, which we probe at three loops in subsection 4.2.

4.1 The perturbative analysis

In order to test the cohomological equivalence at quantum level, it is convenient to consider
the difference between the expectation values of fermionic and bosonic WLs, order by order
in perturbation theory. At classical level, the cohomological equivalence

Wreer — Whos = QV (42)
can be expanded as [13]

ZTrP “ifdrLoos (DY) = QU (4.3)

where the W, expressions arise from the expansion of e 1§ (Lter—Lbos) = =1#(B+F) ipgide
the WL (see eq. (2.11)). The label n indicates the total number of scalar and fermion fields
in the product. As follows from the explicit expressions of B and F in (2.31), at a given
order n the W, function is built up by p powers of B, which is quadratic in the scalar fields,
and ¢ powers of F', such that 2p + ¢ = n (in particular, when n is odd the corresponding
W,, contains an odd number of spinors F'). As an example, we report the first few even
terms in (4.3)

Wy = —i%dTB(T) —7{6171>2F(71)F(T2)

Wy = —y{d71>23(71)3(72) + ifd71>2>3 [B(11)F(12) F(73) + F(71) B(12) F(73)

+F(7’1)F

_ f (715355545556 F (1) F (12) F(75) F(74) F(75) F () (4.4)

The structure of higher order terms clearly follows. Here § dri2>...~; means integrals over
the contour parameters 7,...,7; satisfying 71 > 7 > --- > 7;.
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It has been shown, for the first few orders in [13] and proved at all orders in [14], that
at classical level the Q-equivalence in (4.2) follows from a stronger set of identities that read

TrP(e  $ oW ) = QV,, n=1,2,... (4.5)

that is, every single term in the summation (4.3) is cohomologically trivial for a suitable
choice of the V,, function (see appendix D in [14] for their explicit forms).

As already mentioned, in the ABJ(M) case when we move to quantum level and com-
pute expectation values at framing one, no anomalies arise and relation (4.2) implies

(Wier)1 = (Whos)1 (4.6)

which in turns can be written as

D (TP (e Al My, )) = 0 (4.7)

n=1

Here we have already neglected W,, for n odd, since strings of an odd number of F' would
have vanishing expectation values.

An interesting question is whether at quantum level and framing one, identities (4.5)
remain true separately, as this would imply the non-trivial results

(TrP(e  F dloos (MW, )y =0, n=1,2,... (4.8)

We devote the rest of this section to the two-loop evaluation of (4.7) and the discussion of
identities (4.8).

To this aim we assume CS levels k, to be of the same order k, and all the WL parameters
M3 and n’, to be of order 1/v/k. In particular, this implies that a given Way, term in (4.7)
starts contributing at order O(1/k™). Therefore, in order to obtain the full result up to
order 1/k? we need to evaluate the terms in (4.7) involving correlators with Wy and Wy
up to two loops and show that at framing one either their sum vanishes or they vanish
separately. As a by-product, we also compute the two-loop expectation values of bosonic
and general fermionic WLs at framing zero.

We focus on euclidean circle WLs (2.30) with connections (2.31). Moreover, for sim-
plicity we restrict to quiver theories without adjoint or (anti-)fundamental matter. The
more general case can be similarly worked out, but the results are more involved.

We organize our calculation as follows. We first compute Wi, at one and two loops,
with relevant diagrams shown in figures 3 and 4. Then we consider equation (4.7) and
evaluate correlators involving Wa, Wy as defined in (4.4). We compute the correlator with
a Wy insertion at one and two loops (figures 5 and 6) whereas the term with Wy starts
directly at two loops (figure 7). Writing the bosonic connection as Lpos = A + S (and
consequently Lg, = A+ S+ B+ F), in these figures A insertions on the contour represent
gauge connections, B and F' insertions indicate quantities defined in (2.31), whereas S
stays for the scalar bilinears which arise from o@, q=1,2,--- ,nin Ly when we use
equations of motion (2.5).
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A

Figure 3. One-loop Feynman diagram for (W) ;. Wavy lines represent gauge fields.

A A B B s
A A
+ +
A A A A
A A A S

(a) (b) (c) (d)
Figure 4. Two-loop Feynman diagrams for (Wyes)s. Here S stays for the scalar bilinears which
arise from 0(®), ¢ =1,2,--- ,n in Lpos when we use equations of motion (2.5).

F
F

Figure 5. One-loop Feynman diagram for (TrP(e~'$ 47lves(D175)) . F indicates the fermionic

quantities defined in (2.31).
F F
+ +
F AA FF F
(©)
F A A F
F F A fomonnind
+ + +
A WA F F
F A A F

(d)

(a)

Figure 6. Two-loop Feynman diagrams for (TrP (e~ $ 47Lve:()11,)) ;. Here B indicates the bosonic
quantities defined in (2.31).

~ 93 -



() (b)

Figure 7. Two-loop Feynman diagrams for <TrP(e’ideLb05(T)W4)>f.

The interesting observation is that a full fledged computation of all these Feynman
diagrams is not required, as we can heavily rely on the results already present in the
literature for a WL in pure CS theory [38] and 1/2 and 1/6 WLs in ABJ(M) theory [10—
12, 25-27, 29, 30]. In fact, at the order we are working the internal vertices involving
superpotential interactions do not play any role, and we have to deal only with pure gauge
vertices and minimal couplings of matter fields to gauge vectors. Therefore, the difference
between diagrams in ABJ(M) theory and any AN/ = 2 SCSM model is only due to the differ-
ent matter content, that is the different number of matter multiplets linking pairs of quiver
nodes. It follows that at this order diagrams in the two theories differ only by the overall
combinatorial factor, whereas the corresponding integrals are the same. Clearly, if we were
to consider higher order corrections to W,, correlators the specific structure of the super-
potential would generally kick in and different models might display different behaviours.

A long but straightforward evaluation of the diagrams leads to the results that can
be found in appendix F. For each diagram we extract the color factor and the parametric
dependence coming from the WL expansion, and indicate with italic capital letters the
corresponding integrals that include both combinatorics and any other factors coming from
the Feynman rules listed in appendix E. We stress that some of the fermionic diagrams
can give rise to more than one integral, which differ by the order of the fermions along the
contour. We present the results at framing f, meaning that f can be either zero or one.

Summing over all the contributions in each figure and using constraints (2.17), we
obtain for Wh,os

N;
@ - Z;TI(?
ab+Nba )NZN,
(4)= Z @+ +Z o @R+

+Z kz D+ 7% (4.9)
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for Wy

@ _ Z ab N sz'(f)

@ Z —ab z I(f)"i_z((;g"’_z(gg_}_z(gg)
a,b

N2N,
sl (-TL+ I+ T8+ T 5 (410)
fOl" W4
ab z (f) (f)
@)= Db (et
a,b,c ( )
+mbanzbm5anj ( ('{3+.,7(7]2>]NaNbNC (411)

The exact expression of the Z, J integrals can be found in appendix F. In particular, from
their explicit expression it follows that

)

1 ) *
We stress that these results are common to any N' > 2 SCSM theory, ABJ(M) models
included. Therefore, the explicit values of the integrals can be extracted from the literature
on the pure Chern-Simons theory [38] and ABJ(M) theory [10-12].
At generic framing it is known that [30]

2 2

2
L S T R Ly

n_m

10— iy, 14474 =
whereas the ones appearing in (4.10), (4.11) are explicitly known only at framing zero [25—
27, 30]

3
1070 =10 19 = 70 =0, 1= gU= T, 1=s0=3 uw

However, it can be checked numerically that both I(j:; and I(Ql are framing independent.

Therefore, since at framing zero I( ) I(O) 2(7) = 0, at generic framing we obtain
2
=" Th=Th =10 =0 (4.15)

Using redefinitions (B.12) for the parameters and choosing 8! = o /|a|?, 77 = 6! =0,
expressions (4.10)—(4.11) reduce to Wa, Wy terms for the expansion of (W; /5 — Wies) s in
ABJ(M) theory. Therefore, using the arguments and the well-based speculations of [30] for
1/2 BPS WLs in ABJ(M) theory, we obtain that at framing one

20 =20 20 =20 4 P =7 =Y =1 =W =0 (g
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Therefore, we can conclude that at framing one diagrams 5-7 are identically vanishing

@:@:@:0 for f=1 (4.17)

and the cohomological equivalence between Wiyos and Wi, holds for any N' > 2 SCSM
theory, i.e.

(Weer)1 — (Whos)1 =0 up to two loops (4.18)

Actually, we find a much stronger result. In fact, results (4.17) imply that
(TrP(e 4 4 Loos (M) | = (TP (e dloos(Mpy )y, = 0 (4.19)

separately. This is nothing but eq. (4.8) that we expect to hold quantum mechanically as
a consequence of the classical relations in (4.5).

We stress that the cohomological equivalence up to two loops and framing one and its
stronger version are still valid when there are adjoint and fundamental matter fields in the
theory.

Specializing these findings to the ABJ(M) theory, we find that W, is cohomological
equivalent not only to the 1/2 BPS fermionic operator [13], but also to generic 1/6 BPS
fermionic WLs introduced in [16, 17|, at least at the order we are working. Similarly, in
N = 4 circular quiver SCSM theory with alternating levels, the fermionic 1/4 BPS WLs
introduced in [18] are also quantum mechanically cohomological equivalent to the bosonic
1/4 BPS WL up to two loops.

Exploiting results (4.13) and summing up all the contributions in (4.9) we obtain the
general result for Wy in N = 2 SCSM models up to two loops and generic framing

(Whos)g = 3 { N, TNE (B2 DN+ N }

e ka 6k2
7T2(Nab + Nba)Nng 1
+> e + O(/&) (4.20)
a,b a

Similarly, we can now use results (4.14) in eq. (4.10)—(4.11) and obtain the two-loop ex-

pression
b —bai \TNZN,
<err - Wbos)O = = Z(m?bnia - m?an:zb) 2](:: (4'21)
a,b a
. . . . 3N,NyN, 1
b, + i) 2N o )
a,b,c

In particular, this shows that at framing zero cohomological equivalence is in general bro-
ken.
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By combining (4.21) with (4.20) evaluated at f = 0 we also obtain the framing zero
result for W, up to two loops

WQ(_N(? + Na)

(Weer)o = ; [Na + 642 (4.22)
2N NANIN . TN2N,
30 [ R E NI NN o, ) T

a,b

3N Ny N, 1
ba,i =ca b
+ E my nbam o T M ngy nfw)?&—i-O(kg)

a,b,c

The result displays a non-trivial parametric dependence on the fermion couplings, and thus
it is different for different WLs.

More interestingly, at framing one, independently of the choice of the parametric cou-
plings we find

N2 m2[-4N32 + N,]
e r e N(l — a a
(Whos)1 = (Wrer)1 ; { T 612 }
72(Ngp + Npg)N2N,, 1
+> 2 + O<k3> (4.23)

a,b

In particular, both (Whes)1 and (Wi )1 can in principle be evaluated by using localization
techniques [2]. The result, expanded at second order, should match (4.23).

Specializing our results to the ABJ(M) theory and normalizing the operators properly,
we find

<Wbos>f B TFIf(Nl — NQ) 2 5 ) )
N+ N, T i +6?[ (32 +1)(N{ + N3)
1
+(3f2+7)N1N2+1} +O<k3>
<err7Wbos>0 N 7T2N1N2 _ oI\2 9 o g 1
Ni+ N, 2k {3[<a15 )? + (r6")°] — (@B + 710 )} +0( 5
M — i 2 2 _ I\2 _ <I\2
Ni+Ny 1+6k2{_N1 — N3 + {9[(as8")* + (916")7]

—12(arB" +716") + T} N1 Ny + 1} +o<k13) (4.24)

4.2 A conjecture

As already stressed, the two-loop computation of the previous section displays an important
feature which could lead to far reaching consequences, if confirmed at higher orders. In
fact, using in (4.7) the shorthand <Tr73(e*i§dTLbos(T)W2n)>1 = (Wap)1, up to order 1/k? we
find not only (Ws)1 + (Wy)1 = 0, but also (Wa); = 0 and (Wy); = 0, separately. At order
1/k this is trivially realized, since only the W5 correlator can be constructed, but at order
1/k? this is a non-trivial statement.

Repeating the analysis of [30], this property can be understood as follows. If we tem-
porarily consider WL operators with non-trivial winding m, as a rule of thumb it can be
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Figure 8. Three-loop Feynman diagrams for (TrP(e=1$ 47lves(M 1)) ;.

argued that, independently of framing, a generic perturbative diagram has a polynomial
dependence on m, whose leading power is m2"/2 where r is the number of contour inser-
tions, that is the number of contour integrations. Up to two loops this property has been
tested explicitly in [30]. Focusing on the two-loop diagrams in figure 6 and 7 contributing
to the Wy and Wy correlators, at framing one the only potentially non-vanishing contri-
butions come from diagrams 6b, 6¢ and 7b. These diagrams produce contributions to Wy
and Wy correlators that display different leading powers in the winding number. Precisely,
contributions to (W) go as m?, while the ones contributing to (W,) go as m*. Thus, at non-
trivial winding, cohomological equivalence in ABJ(M) forces the two correlators to vanish
separately. We note that at this order what plays a crucial role in assigning different powers
of m to Wy and Wy correlators is the fact that scalar eye-like diagrams 6a and 7a vanish. If
this were not the case, since they appear in both correlators the winding argument would
get spoiled. However, the eye-like diagram is vanishing at framing zero by analytical contin-
uation in dimensional regularization, and is shown to be framing-independent numerically.

Reinforced by this preliminary result, we can then reasonably believe that a similar
pattern may survive at higher orders, so allowing to conjecture that (Wa,); = 0 at any
order in perturbation theory, with the definition of Wy, in (4.3).

The validity of these identities implies strong constraints on the (unknown) integrals
at a given perturbative order. As a non-trivial example, we consider (4.8) at three loops.
At this order we should prove that (Ws)1, (Wy); and (Wg); vanish separately.

In particular, focusing on (Wg); the corresponding contributions arise from diagrams

in figure 8. We note that these diagrams do not contain superpotential vertices, and are
then common to all N' > 2 SCSM theories, ABJ(M) theory included.
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The corresponding analytic expressions read

Z m nbam mzdnk (I(f) I(f))

a,b,c,d

+mb“n;bm “nd m%“nk (z 8a+j8C)

+ingng,meend minl, (T4) 8b + KDY N, Ny NNy

+ 5080, )P Na Ny (22) + T8 + 1) (4.25)
a,b

where the explicit expression of the integrals can be found in appendix F (see eq. (F.12)).
It follows that conjecture (4.8) for n = 3 forces the framing-one integrals to satisfy the
non-trivial identities

70 170 =70 4 7O _ 70 e oz 70,0 g (426)

Again we expect to be able to refine this set of constraints by a direct analysis of the explicit
expression of the integrals. Moreover, it would be important to check these relations by
evaluating explicitly all the integrals. This is a quite hard task which goes beyond the
scopes of the present paper.

We conclude with an important observation. If rigorously proved, identities (4.8) would
have strong implications for the defect CF'T defined on the bosonic Wilson contour. In fact,
for any local or nonlocal operator O localized on the contour of the WL, the expression

(Tep(e§ i)
<TI"Pe_i $ dTLbOS(T)>f

(O = (4.27)
defines correlations functions in the one-dimensional defect CFT on the circle. Interestingly,
the defect CFT would depend on the framing we choose. In this language identities (4.8)
would read

<<W2n>>1 = 07 n= 17 27 e (428)

These equations would then impose strong constraints on the defect CF'T with interesting
implications on the corresponding boostrap program.

5 Conclusions

In this paper we have investigated the class of 1/2 BPS WLs in N/ = 2 SCSM theories fea-
tured by constant parametric couplings to matter scalars and fermions. Beyond the bosonic
WL that contains only couplings to scalars, we have found an infinite family of fermionic
WLs. In general, the corresponding connections cannot be decomposed as double-node
connections and cannot be interpreted as superconnections of a supergroup. Nonetheless,
the new fermionic 1/2 BPS WLs are classically cohomologically equivalent to the bosonic
1/2 BPS WLs.

In order to exemplify the general results, we have revisited the case of ABJ(M) theory
and N = 4 orbifold ABJ(M) in N = 2 language, and studied in details the A" = 2 orbifold
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ABJM theory. In N/ = 4 and N = 2 orbifold ABJM theories, some of the newly found
BPS WLs can be obtained from the orbifold decomposition of the 1/2 BPS WLs in ABJM
theory. For these operators we have identified the corresponding gravity duals by direct
orbifolding the brane configurations dual to 1/2 BPS WLs in ABJM theory. Whether
gravity duals of more general BPS WLs can be identified is an important open question
that requires further investigation.

We have discussed the cohomological equivalence of the fermionic and bosonic BPS
WLs at quantum level by studying their expectation values up to two loops. In fact, since
at this order the superpotential couplings do not enter, it happens that the arguments and
well-based speculations of [30] lead to cohomological equivalence in any N = 2 CS-matter
models as in ABJ(M) theory. We have further conjectured that in general the cohomological
equivalence may occur in the stronger version of eq. (4.8). Since this condition would have
far-reaching implications for the defect CFT defined on the bosonic WL contour, we plan
to further investigate it in the future.

For the ordinary WLs along closed curves in gauge theories, we can take the trace in
any representation of the gauge group. In four dimensional N' = 4 super Yang-Mills theory,
the BPS WLs in higher dimensional representations have elegant holographic description
in terms of D-branes [39-43] or bubbling geometries [44-46]. For 1/2 BPS fermionic WLs
in ABJ(M) theory, the trace can also be taken in higher dimensional representations of
the supergroup U(Ni|N2) [47]. As we already stressed, in general the connection Lge,
constructed here is not a superconnection with respect to a supergroup. This raises the
question whether, for these WLs along closed curves, we can take the trace in some analog of
higher dimensional representations mentioned above. We would like to leave this interesting
question for further work.
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A Spinor conventions in three dimensions

In this appendix we collect our spinor conventions, both in Minkowski and Euclidean

signatures.
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A.1 Minkowski spacetime

In three-dimensional Minkowski spacetime we follow the convention in [33, 48], where the

reader can find more details. We use coordinates z# = (2°,2!,2%) and metric 7, =
diag(— + +). We choose gamma matrices

Vo = (i0%,0,0%) (A1)
where o123 are the Pauli matrices. They satisfy y#+” = nh + et Py, with €012 = 1. Note

the spinor index o = 1, 2.
The charge conjugate of spinors is defined as

b =07, 0" =0, (A.2)

The spinor indices are raised and lowered as

0> = P05, Oo = £apb” (A.3)
where €12 = —g19 = 1. We also define the shorthand notation
0 = 0°%a, (V0)a =" 05, (04")% = 0°4"5", 07" = 6994, g (A.4)

On the straight line z# = (7,0,0), we introduce the bosonic spinors

Ui = ;5 ( ! ) g = —= (i, 1) (A.5)

and decompose a generic spinor as
Op = Urab_ + u_n0+ (A.6)
where 64 are one-component Grassmann numbers. The product of two spinors now reads
0y =1(049— — 0_1py) (A7)

A.2 Euclidean space

In Euclidean space we follow the spinor conventions of [48]. We use coordinates z# =

(2!, 2%, 2%) and metric §,, = diag(+ + +). We choose gamma matrices

fy‘uaﬁ = (_02701703) (AS)

that satisfy 74" = 0" 4 iehPry, with 123 = 1,
The spinor indices are raised and lowered as

0% = %05, 0, = eapb” (A.9)

where €12 = —g9 = 1.
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In Euclidean space § and 6 are independent spinors. For a general spinor § one can
define 07 that satisfies

0r =07, 0 =01, 01" =40,, O =—-6° (A.10)

Formally one has 01 = —.
We use the shorthand notation

0 = 0o, (V'0)a = 05, (09")% = 0°4"5", 01 = 679",y (A.11)

For the circle x# = (cos 7,sin 7,0), we choose the u4, spinors as

1 e*% i —ef%
(0 = —F i ) U = —= it
RCARS AN (A.12)
1 it it i iT it
uj’r:ﬁ@?,—e_?), ufz%(e?e_T)

We decompose spinors in Euclidean space formally in the same way as in Minkowski space-
time, see eq. (A.6). The product of two spinors is still given in (A.7). However, the uy
spinors are defined differently, and in particular in Euclidean space they are not constant.

B BPS WLs in ABJ(M) theory

In this appendix, we review 1/6 and 1/2 BPS WLs in ABJ(M) theory, including both line
WLs in Minkowski spacetime and circle WLs in Euclidean space [10-13, 16, 17]. We also
reproduce these known WLs using the general construction of sections 2.1 and 2.2 valid
for generic N/ = 2 SCSM theories. This requires a notational translation from what we
call ABJ(M) notations to N/ = 2 notations, which we describe in details. For 1/2 BPS line
WLs in Minkowski spacetime we also review the construction of (anti-)M2-brane duals in
M-theory.

B.1 1/6 BPS line WLs in Minkowski spacetime

The U(Ny)i x U(N2)—r ABJ(M) theory [6, 7, 49] is usually written in manifest SU(4)
R-symmetry notations. Gauge fields A, B,, corresponding to the two nodes of the quiver
diagram in figure 9a are linked by ¢, ¥, I =1,2,3,4 bosonic and fermionic matter fields
in the bifundamental representation of the gauge group and in the fundamental of the
R-symmetry group. The SUSY parameters are 877, 675, 917/, 975 with

_ _ 1
0" = -0, (0") =015, 015 = §€IJKL9KL
(B.1)

- - 1
o =0 () =, U1y = QGIJKLﬁKL

Here 677, 01 are related to Poincaré supercharges, and 9!/, 9;; are related to supercon-
formal charges.
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Figure 9. The quiver diagram of ABJ(M) theory in (a) ABJM notations and (b) N = 2 notations.

In Minkowski spacetime, the bosonic 1/6 BPS WL along the line z#* = (7,0,0) is
defined as in (2.8) with connection matrix [10-12]

. 2 - 27 -
Los = diag <A0 + ?Rfmb", By + kame)
Rl; = diag(—1,-1,1,1) (B.2)

Fermionic 1/6 BPS WL W, can also be constructed as in (2.10), which correspond to the
superconnection [16, 17]

Ao+ BUL g8\ @rgl +arl)
\/%(@1751 —ry0)  Bo+ ZEU 07 ¢

where the couplings to matter are featured by constant parameters

Lier = (B.3)

-1+ 252072 —2,81@2
—26%a; —-1+28'a
U, = B.4
J 1—28%, 283 (B4)
26495 1 — 26373
@I - (@17 ka27 07 0)7 BI = (ﬂla ﬁ27 07 0)7 7)/1 = (O) O; 7)/37 74)7 61 - (O; O; 637 54)
satisfying the BPS constraints

a1,26%" = 34812 =0 (B.5)

The corresponding preserved supercharges are 9}3, 634, 19}3, 934,
Similarly, along the line 2# = (7,0,0) we can define Wbos, err operators with connec-
tions

k k
_— Ao — 22U 6197 \/%(aﬂﬁ + 3l )
\/%(—iuﬁl +¢-6") Bo— 22U, ¢;

. 27 . 2 _
Lios = diag <A0 — =Rl 614’ By - R1J¢J¢1)
(B.6)

where the constant parameters are the same as in (B.2), (B.4) and satisfy the same con-
straints (B.5). The preserved supercharges 02, 914, 912, 19‘14 are complementary to the
ones preserved by Wi, Wier.
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Whos and Wi, operators are cohomologically equivalent, and that is their difference is
Q(something), where Q is a supercharge preserved by both WLs. Similarly, one can prove
that Wbos, err are cohomologically equivalent.

In order to make contact with the general WL construction presented in the main
text, we rewrite the ABJ(M) theory in N' = 2 superspace formalism. This is obtained by
identifying N/ = 6 and N/ = 2 SUSY parameters as

02 =03,=0 0 =0=0 92 =D3=09 P =0=9 (B.7)

The ABJ(M) theory in N/ = 2 superspace formalism has only SU(2) R-symmetry
invariance manifest and corresponds to the quiver diagram in figure 9b. The two sets of
fields are related by

A,LL = A;(Ll)a B,u = A;(LQ)a ¢I = (ZhZQa 23724)7 ¢I = (_C27<1a _54763) (BS)

Using the general construction of WL operators in section 2 and adapting it to the
ABJ(M) case, we find that the Wi,os and Wy, operators along the line a# = (7,0,0) and
preserving supercharges ., 6_, ¥, ¥_, have connections (2.19), with the gauge auxiliary
fields given by

) _ _ _ _
whrgaf+@ﬁ—ﬁa—%@)

gm:i@%+ﬁ@_%ﬁ Z,7%) (B.9)

and matrix couplings

7 121 + m222
73Z3 +m
No — nng + n4Z4
z - anl + ’I’LQZ2
( m'Ciy +m2C2+>

m3 (st + My

3 4
Ne=1{ -  Mabs G (B.10)
n1¢- + neCZ
The coupling parameters satisfy the BPS constraints
m m34 =MnNi12N34 = 0 (B.ll)
It is now easy to verify that redefining the parameters as
t= 4%072, m? = — 4%071, m? = — 4%54, nt = 4%53
(B.12)
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and using relations (B.8) between the two sets of conventions, we reproduce exactly the
ABJ(M) WLs in (B.2), (B.3). Similarly, from the general construction in section 2 for BPS
WLs Wios, Wier and applying the same notational translation, we reproduce the ABJ (M)
WLs with connections (B.6). This is a consistency check of our general construction.

B.2 1/2 BPS line WLs and their gravity duals

For special values of the parameters in (B.4) the number of supercharges preserved by Weey,
Wier can enhance. For instance, it has been proved [13] that connections

I = —
o (Ao EG e e
1/2[0[1] - Ar 7T 067[ B 27 5[ o QOAI@J 2 J
L wl— [o]2 o+ k ( J [a]? )¢ ¢I
I = —_
N SR O P L
L1/2[Oq] B 4m 7 ol 2 (51 2alay\ 7J (B13)
% 1o By — 2 (64 — a2 )97 o1
with constant parameters
ay = ((541,542,543,5[4), ol = (d[)*, |Oé|2 = 54[041 #0 (B.14)

give rise to 1/2 BPS fermionic operators W s5[az], W, s2l@z] that preserve complementary

supercharges

@Iei‘], €]JKLOZJ9£{L, d[’ﬂij, EIJKLOzJ’ﬂIfL (B 15)
64]9&], EIJKLOzJQfL, dﬂ?{‘], 6[JKLO[J19§L '
These operators can be obtained from (B.3) and (B.6) with constant parameters (B.4) by
setting 812 = %, 3.4 = 6>* = 0 and performing a R-symmetry rotation (ap, as,0,0) —

(@17 @27 @37 @4)
For these 1/2 BPS operators gravity duals have been found [13, 33], which we now

review.
The ABJM theory is dual to M-theory in AdSs x S7/Z; background

1
where the metric of AdSy is
du?

dsiag, = u*(—dt* + dai + da3) + — (B.17)

and embedding S” in C* as [10]

B 61 i1 1
— — et = ——(2
21 = cos o cos e, & 4( ¢+ x+CQ)
6, . 1
29 = cosgsin Ele@, & = —Z(—2¢1 +x+¢)
G- . 1
23:sin§cos§elg3, §3=—Z(2¢2—X+C)
Qo . 1
24 = sin g sin 526164, &y = —Z(—2¢2 —x+) (B.18)
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we can write

B

1
ds%7 =1 [dﬁQ + cos? 5 (dG% + sin® Hldgp%) + sin? 5 (dﬁ% + sin? 92d<p%)

+ sin® g cos® g(dx + cos B1dp1 — cos 92dg02)2
1 2 B Y 1 ?
+ idC + cos 5 €08 f1dpy + sin 5 €08 Oadpo + 5 cos Bdx (B.19)

Here 3,612 € [0,7], {1234 € [0,27], so that ¢12 € [0,27], x € [0,47], ¢ € [0,87]. The
M-theory cycle is taken along the { direction.
The orbifold projection is realized by the Z; identification

27i

(21, 22,23, 24) ~ €k (21, 22,23, 24) (B.20)

or equivalently ( ~ ¢ — 8?”.
The general solution to the Killing spinor equations in M-theory on AdSy; x S” back-
ground reads [10, 33]

€= u%h(el + atyuer) — u_%vghq uw=0,1,2 (B.21)

where €1, €y are two constant Majorana spinors satisfying 7°'%¢; = ¢;, i = 1,2, and
B — o2 (a=7m) o 2 (va5—88) o 2 (146+779) o F 1300 2 V58 o $ 747 o %60 (B.22)
Here v4, A=0,---,9,0 are the eleven dimensional gamma matrices, and 7o1234567895 = 1.

We decompose 74 in terms of gamma matrices v,—0,1,2 in RY2 and [p—3,... 94 in C*~R8

as
'Ya:—’Ya@F; a:07172

Vp:]-@]:‘p’ p:37"'797h

Correspondingly, €1, €2 get decomposed into direct products of Grassmann odd spinors 6,

(B.23)

¢ in R and Grassmann even spinors 7 in C* = R®
eg~0®n e~ RN (B.24)

The €¢; decomposition is related to Poincaré supercharges 6 and the ey one is related to
superconformal charges 9.

We write the 1 spinors in terms of gamma matrix eigenstates (a similar procedure
applies also to )

Layn =it1n, DIsgnp =itan, Tarn =itzn, Teon = itun (B.25)

with t; = 4+ for I = 1,2,3,4. They satisfy t1totst4y = 1 as a consequence of the constraint
012

e

eigenstates

1 = €1. The ¢; Killing spinors can then be expressed as a linear combination of eight

(t1,t2,t3,t4) = (+ ++4),(++ ——), (+ — +—), (+ — —+),
(=4 +) (= 4 =), (= = +4), (= = =) (B.26)
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where each of them corresponds to one real degree of freedom. In the order of (B.26), we
then write

8 8
612291@)?’]@‘, EQZZﬁi@Jm (B.27)
i=1 i=1
For the Killing spinor (B.21), the quotient (B.20) leads to the constraint
Lo e=0 (B.28)
which gives
(35 + V58 + 747 +Y69)es =0, i =1,2 (B.29)

which on the decomposition (B.25) translates into
t1+ta+t3+t4=0 (B.30)
The surviving states in (B.26) are then

(t1,to,t3,t4) = (++ —=),(+ — +—), (+ — =),

(= ++=), (= +—+) (= = ++) (B.31)
Defining
02 — 912 — _g21 g3 _ g3 _ _p3l  ph _gld _ _pil
05 — 23 — _932: 95 — _p24 — 942: 07 — 34 — _pt3
92 — 912 — _ 921 93 — 913 — _ 3l g4 _ gld _ _pdl
95 — 923 — _1932: 95 — 924 — 1942: 97 — 934 — _ a3 (B.32)
M2 =12 = —T21, 13 =M3 = —N31, 4 =14 = N4l
N5 =M23 = —N32, N6 = —MN24 = MN42, N7 =734 = —143
we obtain . )
€1= 591 @nr, €2 = 519[ ®nr (B.33)

where I runs from 2 to 7.

The 1/2 BPS operator W s[a;] along the line 2# = (7,0,0) and corresponding to the
superconnection Ly o[@] in (B.13) is dual to an M2-brane embedded as ¢t = 0°, 21 = 25 =
0,u = o', { = 02 and localized at a point specified by the complex vector [33]

I . 4
& [ cos 2 cos Pet@otx0) o5 B gin BLomd-2010x40),
o 2 %7 2 379
Oy _i 0y _i
sin g cos 526—1(2¢2—x+4), sin g sin 226_4(_2¢2_X+O> (B.34)

The 1/2 BPS WL W, s2laz] is dual to an anti-M2-brane at the same position that is specified
by Qaj.

The gravity duals of the 1/2 BPS WLs in ABJ(M) theory are helpful for identifying
the gravity duals of some BPS WLs in A/ = 4 orbifold ABJM theory [18, 33|, as we will
review in the next appendix, and for identifying the gravity duals of some WLs in N = 2
orbifold ABJM theory as described in section 3.
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B.3 Circle WLs in Euclidean space
In the Euclidean version of the ABJ(M) theory we can define BPS WLs along the circle

¥ = (cos,sinT,0) (B.35)

In ABJ(M) notations, 1/6 BPS operators Wiys, Weer, Wbos, err correspond to supercon-
nections

) . 2mi - . 2mi T
Lios = dlag<Au$M - ?R1J¢I¢J,Bul‘“ - kRIJ¢J¢I>
Ayt =206\ @]+t
\/ E(—r B+ ¢118") Buit - 28U 07¢r
27 - . 27 -
7RIJ¢[(Z)J, BMJ;# + kR1J¢J¢1>
~ Ay + 206167\ 4 (@l + 34L)
@ BT = Pr-0t) Buit + UL ¢y

Lyos = diag (Aua':“ +
(B.36)

with the same constant parameters R!; U’ ar,p',77,6" in (B.2), (B.4). Wies, Wier
operators preserve supercharges

92 = —iy30'2, 93 = iyg03t (B.37)
whereas Wios, Wier preserve the complementary set
912 = iy3012, 934 = —iy30%4 (B.38)

Whoss Whes are related by a R-symmetry rotation I = 1,2 > I = 3,4, whereas the Wi,
Wer operators are related by a R-symmetry rotation I = 1,2 < I = 3,4 plus a parameter
redefinition &y < 77, B! < L.

1/2 BPS operators W 5[ay], W, /2l@z] can also be defined in Euclidean signature. They
correspond to connections

At — (5] — 2080) 610 VEarl
Lypaloa] = an . ol cu 2mi(sI 20lag\ g
T VI-Tap Rl G \a|2J)¢ 1
) Ayt + 28 (8] — 2060) 67 NE s
L1/2[d1] - 4 7 ol . 2mi (ST 20l & 2 J (B39)
T VIt 1ar Byit + 22 (0] — \a|2J)¢ 1
The W) jp[a] operator preserves supercharges
@]191‘] = —id]’y;)ﬂl‘], EIJKLOéJﬁKL = i")/36]JKLaJ0KL (B.40)
while W; /2[07 1] preserves complementary supercharges
64[’19[‘] = 1541739[‘], GIJKLaJﬁKL = —i’)/36[JKLaJ(9KL (B.41)
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(22 2-1) 20)
¢! )(»U(z/ -2) . o ‘IJ(211 . sl ‘l»’(z/)

k -k
()
Z§12/—2) 4:1(2/—2) —~ Z(Z/ 1) 2/ 1) o~ Z(12/) E-1(2/)
() A,
Z(22/—2) 552/—2) Y Z§32/—1) (:52/—1) ¥—k/ Z(22/) 62/)
(b)

Figure 10. The quiver diagram of A/ = 4 orbifold ABJM theory in (a) ABJM notations and (b)
N = 2 notations.

C BPS WLs in N = 4 orbifold ABJM theory

As a further check of our general construction we now apply it to the case of AV = 4 orbifold
ABJM theory and show that, under a suitable change of notations, it reproduces the known
1/4 BPS WLs found in [18].

General circular quiver N' = 4 SCSM theories were constructed in [50, 51], while
the special case of NV = 4 orbifold ABJM theory was introduced in [22]. For gauge group
[U(N)k x U(N)_g]" it can be obtained by applying a Z, quotient to the U(rN ), x U(rN)_g
ABJM theory. The SU(4) R-symmetry is broken to SU(2) x SU(2), and we decompose the
R-symmetry index as

I1=1,243—-i=1,2 i=1,2 (C.1)
We can write the theory in ABJM notations as in figure 10a, or in N/ = 2 notations,
as in figure 10b, under the supercharge identifications pr = 9_22 = 0, 922 = 511 =0,
Y1t = 1922 =19. The two notations are related by

ALQZfl) :ALZZfl)7 B/(E(Z) :A/(EZ)
4 ) S (— (— ~
o) = (21 2y, o7 = (27, B
7 20) = i (2¢-1) =
Wiy = (¢, Copy), Yie_yy = (¢, =Gy (C.2)

From the results in section 2 we obtain the 1/4 BPS WL Wyes, Weer in N' = 2 notations
with connections

Lios = ding(AD — o), A () .. 4@ _ 50n))

Liew = Lbos + B+ F, B=NyNy+ Ny, F=N+N; (C.3)
with
o1 = 2%(%%_2)2(12@72) + Zfe_l)zflzzq) - 2(221572)25%_2) - 232571)235%_1))
o0 = QJ(Z(zz)Z(%) + Zy 1)Z(2£ Y ZéwZ(?%) - z$" 1)Z(ze 1) (C4)
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=

[ ](2@ 1,20) = Myop—1)

4 Zi% 1)

_ _ é_
[Mz](20,20-1) = m?ze-1)Z:§2 Y,

[Nzl20-1,20) = nfo,%‘”Zég,l),
[Nzl(20,20-1) = nfz_l)Zég "

[M¢)(20-1,20) = Mygp_1) 44% Y,
(M) (20,26-1) = Mo 1)(328 Y,
[Nel(2e-1,2) = ”g “ 1)4525_1)_7
[Nel(26.20-1) = ”4(1%_1)5?2e_1)—>

with constraints on the parameters

The nonvanishing blocks of the matrices Mz, Ny, ]\_44, N¢ are

[Mz)(20,2041) = (a0 Zo 0

[Mz](2041,20) = 77 %2@)290
2) 5

[NZ)(2e2011) = 1 )Z(lze)

20
[NZ) 211,20 = 15 )Z(szz)

o (2
[M¢](20,2041) = ™0 2@)@2 )

=

[Mc](20+41,20) = m(gz)(:1+
Z —_
[Nel2e.2041) = ni? )C(lgg)_

20) =
[Nel(2e41,20) = ng )C(Qgg)_

Mar—1)M{ae—1) = M(a0—1)Mi20—2) = M{zg_1yMiap) = 0
M (20 M{at) = M(20/Ma-1) = Ma0)M(oe41) = 0
20-1) (201 20-1) (202
UV RED e, (202 L 061) 00
20) (20 20—1 20 e+1
020 _ (20,01 _ 00, 061)
By redefining the parameters as
_ 4T (20 _ 4T 5
My =\ 704 ”@@:—Vz@m
_ 47 _ 201
m?%—l) = ?5(224—1), m?%—l) =7\ ? ( :
20 A 4 20 [4T (20
”g )= ?/3(122)7 s = T é )
201 A _(20-1 201 47
:(a )= - ?75 )> i )= L 5(25 1)

(C.5)

(C.6)

(C.7)

and taking into account relations (C.2), we can write the 1/4 BPS WL along the line

xH

= (7,0,0) in ABJM notations.

40 —

Lpos = diag(AM B3 ...

The connection of the bosonic 1/4 BPS WL W), reads

’ A(erl)’ B(2r))

(C.8)



whereas, for r > 3 the connection of the fermionic 1/4 BPS WL Wy, is

A(l) fl(l) hgl) h;2r71) 2(2r)
5B i
hgl) f2(2) A(3) f1(3)
Ly = héQ) f2§3) BY
. . hg2r—3)
2r—2 2r—2
2r—1 - 2'. 3 2 . 2 1( ) h§2 1)
hg r—1) hg r—3) f2( r—2) A(2r—1) fl( r—1)

f1(27") thT)

and for r = 2 it is

Here we have defined

— 20—1 27(
20

thT_Q) f2(27"—1) B(QT)

O a0

B2 @) )
A
O en g B

(U 20-1) J¢ - 2)¢J2£ 2) T Ute-1) ]¢(2£f1)¢;€%_1)

(20) (20-1)
T (U(% J¢(2e ¢ +Uan'; (24 1 )

20—1 AT [ _(20-1 (2¢-1)

fl( )= \/?(ag )w(12271)++ w(ze 1) )
(200 AT (220 41 —(20) 5
ho=y z(%f Bl = ¥5, 5(2@)

( (%

201 [4T [ —(20-1) (20—1
f2 = & Y1 5(24 1) ¢2 )522 1))

20 A 1 (2 5
1529 = \/;(aﬁ )@0(2@) +7§ )?/J(22e)—)
20-1 (201 20 27 P T 2041
h >=-?U,1ﬂ Floy M = =S Ve’ {¢<“
(26-1) _ i (2075 @) _ 27 4
hy - _fU( 20-1) ;i ¢(2z y e = _?U(%) ¢%2£+1)¢
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with constant parameters

Upe—r)’; = diag(1 —2a% 2L, ) —1+ 277263, ,)

Ugze—1)'; = diag(1 *201(% 1)5(25_1 1+2 . )5(26 1))

(% 1)5(% 1)

(201
(2@)7 2’72 )52

20 _(20)
i )5(25 1) 272 522@ 1

0)
))
2@+1)5 )
)

(
(
(
U(%)fj - diag(l - 2@&”‘”5(1% 1 —1+27)
(26
(
(

Jgl
(20):

U(%)ij = diag(2o‘u2€)5(2€+1), 2’_72% (20+1) (C.12)
The parameters are subject to the constraints
@5%_1)5(22471) = @?3_1)5(22@72) = @gw 1)5(2215) =
7526)5(226) = 5‘?8)5(@%—1) = @iﬂ 5?2£+1) =0
7 1)5(% 1 Vot 1)5(25 y =75 5(124) =0
T Bl =Ty Blae- =Ty Blaesn) = O (C.13)

We have exactly reproduced the fermionic 1/4 BPS WL in [18] preserving supercharges
ol 622 9l 9% (C.14)

Similarly, from the 1/2 BPS WL Wi, in section 2, we can construct a 1/4 BPS WL
in N = 4 orbifold ABJM theory that preserves supercharges 011 922 1911 1922

In general, we do not know how to construct the gravity duals of BPS WLs in N = 4
orbifold ABJM, directly. However, for WLs that can be obtained by an orbifold quotient of
the 1/2 BPS operators of the ABJM theory, we can exploit their known gravity duals [18, 33]
and obtain the corresponding ones in A/ = 4 orbifold ABJM theory by taking their orbifold
quotient.

The N = 4 orbifold ABJM theory is dual to M-theory in AdSy x S7/(Zx x Z,) space-
time [22, 52, 53]

1
d82 = R2 <4d82AdS4 + ds§7/(zrk><zr)> (015)

where the metric of AdSy is given in (B.17), the metric of S7 in (B.19), and the Z; x Z,
quotient is generated by

27i 27i 27i

(21,22, 23, 24) ~ €7k (21,22, 23, 24), (21,%2,23,24) ~ (e 21,7 22,23, 24) (C.16)
which is equivalent to
8 47 47
r r
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Performing the quotient of the 1/2 BPS operators W s[a;] and W, s2laz] in ABJM theory
corresponding to connections (B.13), we obtain 1/2 or 1/4 BPS WL in N' = 4 ABJM
theory, depending on the value of a;. The operator coming from W s[a] is dual to an
M2-brane that wraps a cycle in the internal space specified by &j, whereas the operator
from W s2lar] is dual to an anti-M2-brane that wraps the same interval cycle.

D Connections for 1/2 BPS WL in N/ = 2 orbifold ABJM

In this appendix we collect the connections for 1/2 BPS WL in N/ = 2 orbifold ABJM
when r = 4,3,2. With definitions (3.10), we have for r = 4

AW o AY4Rd o
e 0 A®@ 0 hP+nd
AONA I AB) 0
R S S A
B o AV+n¥ o0
5 0 B 0 AP +ndY
OEA I BG) 0
o Y +n¥ 0 B
AR 0 g B oo
s f<2> 20 A f62 0
fi= 0 f(g) f(3) f(3) RS 0 f(g) f6 (D.1)
0 i CRANE
forr =3
A(l) h:(f) hgl) B(l) héQ) hil)
A= | n? 4@ p{ |, B= th’ B<2> h
D Y 3 fe "
= 5(1) () 4 | fo=| fO @ 5@ (D.2)
f;§3) 5(2) 1(3) 6(3) f£2) f2(3)
and for r =2
B A(1)+h(1)+h§1’ 0
A@ 5P 4 p)

B + h{) + Y 0
B® +nY + n

OrC
(f + i@ )

) (1) (2)
fe '+ I
Wt ) ©
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E Lagrangian and Feynman rules

In Minkowski spacetime, from the superspace lagrangian (2.4) we obtain the relevant terms

in components

ka v a a 2i a a a
Los =) yms PTr<A,g )0, AL) + §A§L ) AL AS >>
L = 3 Te(=DuZ" D" Z{ 4 + ("7 Dyl (B.1)
a,b

By standard Wick rotation, the lagrangian in Euclidean space is given by

Lo = 721"/‘ guupTr< 99,A0 A(a) A@ Agn)

Ly Zﬂ DLZ" D" Zi ) — "y Ducly) (E.2)

Here the definitions of covariant derivatives are

DyZiayy = OuZiapy + iAELa)ZE:ab) —iZ{,, AP, (E.3)
DNC(lab) = aﬂczab) + iA,&a)c(lab) B ig(zab)Aftb) (E4)

We work in Landau gauge for vector fields. Tree and one-loop propagators are drawn in
figure 11. In dimensional regularization, d = 3—2¢, their explicit expressions at tree level are

L(5 — €) el — y)
A(a) q A() (0) _ sabsssq 1 2 uvp
(AP0 AD () = sy T ey

1
Z(ed) s¢ \\(0) _ sd ssql (3 — 6 1
A Z = 050 15559
< (ab)P ( ) (y)> a i9pCr 471_% |$—y|172€
3
7 (cd) s . C ot ¢S ( ) Ypa" T — Y H
(Clapypa @) (1)) = 605501550 2;3 — ‘(m_( |322 (E.5)

whereas their one-loop corrections read

21 .
<A(“)pq($)A(Va)rs(y)>(l) _ 5;532 (Nap+ Npo)Np T (2—5)< S 8,0, —yl* >

’ . kq 4ri=2¢ \ |z —y[>~4  4de(1+2¢)
21
i =(ed) spp (1) _ ssdsesisssas(Na , M \[T(3—€¢) 1
<C(ab)pqa(‘r)cj‘ r (y)> - 15(15 ]5p5$5a<k +-— ky ]2—2€ ’x_y’2_4€ (E6)

Here the latic indices p, g, r, s are color indices.
From the lagrangians in (E.2) the cubic vertices of figure 12 are given by

ka v a a) r a
30 g [t A, ) AL ) A2

=3 [l @ AL @G @)~ e’ @ AP @] (ET)
a,b
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Figure 11. Above: the tree propagators of gauge, scalar and fermionic fields. Below: the one-loop
propagators of gauge and fermionic fields, respectively.

Figure 12. The pure gauge vertex, and the mixed gauge-fermion vertex coming from the minimal
coupling lagrangian.

F Details on the perturbative computation

In this appendix we give the explicit expressions of the intergrals corresponding to diagrams
in figures 3-8. The intergrals are defined as

Nz
@ = k—az(:{) (F.1)

ab+Nba YNEN, _(5) N2 — Na ()
Z L :Z 2
a Na ab"‘Nba N Nb
(1)=-2 3% I(£3+Zﬁ‘7 8 Z (2

@ Zm bpi NNy TP (F.3)
N2N,
Zm nba_mbanzb) 2 bI((Q
ke ;
_ NZN,
Zm "nj, + mink,) Z I(gt))
a
N N,
= Stz ¢ niroiag 5
a
_ _ )\ NZN,
Zmab”ia 0d+ myn ijﬁd) Za (F.4)
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(70) = St il s mienign el N NN

a,b,c

. = Z mnt m “Cn] I(ﬂ)) + mban;bmcanécj(f))NaNch (F.5)

a,b,c

g 2 mabnba SN,Np + E m“bnZ 11 “nj mﬁdnlja
a,b a,b,c,d

| —|

+mb“n;bm “nd mdnk )Ny Ny N, Nd]I(f)

=+ Y mnj,mtnd,miPnly Na Ny NN + 3 (mPnj, ) No Ny T )
a,b,c,d a,b
_ ab j ad, k I(f) ba, i ki da, k j(f)
= [m; nbam Nlami nge L 3e + M M nd mi nggJ g
a,b,c,d
+mj nfmm °n mzbnlgdlC( )]N NN, Nd—l—z my nba)SNaNbE(g (F.6)

a,b

Using the Feynman rules in appendix E, the integral from figure 3 is given by
T(E - € upit it
1) = <=2 fan, et (F.7)

where we have defined z; = z(n;), 255 = x; — x; and § dr~2 means a double contour
integral over 7 > 9.
With similar notations, from figure 4 we obtain

21 .
¢ _ HiE—e Ty - T
Tha = — 47T1—26 d71>?’ 5|24

o _ 5’31 12156 e pactuprepyn (@ — 11)7 (x — 22) (@ — x3)"
I dT1>2>3
27T2 > |2 — x1372€¢|x — @o|372¢|x — a3]3-2¢

2 A 2P o
¢p _ T (5 — ) Euvk$1x2$125pan$3$4x34
I, = i dT1>2>3>4 I + (1432)

T _FZ(% —€)j{d7_1 b 45W)\5Ulf9b§ii‘35ponigiifg4
4c rl—2€ Ze>8> |213]372¢ gy 32¢
2(1 s
o _ 1G9 |1 ][]
Ta = Apl—2e d71>2|x12|2—4e (F.8)

with the symbol (1423) in Z (i? indicating the term obtained from the first one by permuting
T1,2,34 = T1,4,2,3-
Similarly, from figures 5-8 we obtain

INERS w14 B H
v (3 €>j{d - <Ix1\|rc2\U+(ﬁ)3’1,éu (o)t _(21)> (F.9)
2772 |z12]372
2
o _ -« 1|22
L0 = — 47r2 2¢ ?{d 1>2 T19|2 %
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